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Hands-on approach has kids keen

to come to school

Hands-on approach has klds keen to come to school

By Rick Koenig

A TOORA Primary School
program, which teaches stu-
dents real-life skills through
sustainability projects, is chal-
lenging what a traditional class-
room looks like.

Hands-on Learning coordi-
nator Jarryd Guganovic runs
the program for students who
learn better in a small group
environment outside the tradi-
tional classroom.

The former staircase builder
said the program focused on
life skills, gardening and com-
munity projects.

“We focus heavily on sustain-
ability and recycling,” Mr Guga-
novic said.

“At a primary school there’s
a lot of wasted paper so we've
been making paper bricks.
You mulch it up, press it into
a brick and it burns for about
half an hour.”

Mr Guganovic said about 90
per cent of materials used in the
program came from recycled
pallets sourced from local shops.

“We ask local shops for their
old pallets and pull them
apart,” he said.

“What would have ended up
in the burn pile gets turned into
something useful.”

Mr Guganovic said it was re-
warding hearing the program
had actually driven up school

Hands-on Learmng coordinator Jarryd Guganovnc with students at Toora anary School.
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attendance, as students didn’t
want to miss out on both the
program and the barbecue he
cooks them for lunch.

“The kids don’t want to miss
out on the chance to come out
and do some building,” he said.

“Knowing theyre keen to
come to school and get their
hands dirty is the most reward-
ing thing for me.”

The program has proven so
popular Mr Guganovic is asked
daily by students wanting to
join, but he can only take four

children per day.

Mr Guganovic recently spoke
at a Hands-on Learning con-
ference at Padua College in Ty-
abb, attended by more than 40
representatives from different
schools.

He said most hands-on learn-
ing programs operated in sec-
ondary schools, so he shared
ideas for how primary schools
could run similar initiatives.

“A lot of people asked about
the paper bricks,” he said.

“When I do a project, I put

together a how-to guide so I can
pass it on to other schools.”

The program also works with
Corner Inlet Landcare Group
and maintains the Toora com-
munity garden.

A raffle for a four-metre load
of firewood is being held to
raise funds for tools and ma-
terials, with tickets available
from the school, BP and Wind-
mill Cafe.

The raffle will be drawn on
Wednesday, December 17 at the
school barbecue.
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