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Students build a community asset

Creating a community asset

[ CHARLIE SAWYER-BASSETT

HEYWOOD and District Secondary College’s
Hands On Learning team have had a busy past
five months crafting wooden picnic tables for
Budj Bim National Park.

It all started in 2024 when teacher Elly Col-
ley approached young Gunditjmara leader
Braydon Saunders, who was visiting the school
at the time, telling him their Hands On stu-
dents needed a project.

That's when he said he had funding avail-
able to build picnic tables and asked if the stu-
dents could build them.

So, supported by an Australian Heritage
Grant, the team of eight students from Year 7
to 10 got busy with woodworking.

The timber supplied is Victorian hardwood,
and it had to be cut by hand to be square
shaped, which took the majority the time spent
on the project.

Ms Colley said she was incredibly proud of
the students who cut the pieces, and drilled
them all.

“The kids had to work through the plans be-
cause the plans were quite difficult, so it was a
great problem solving exercise,” she said.

“The idea was to do something for the kids,
do something outside of school ... It’s an im-
portant thing to just know there’s more of a
community outside of the school.

“Braydon was keen for the kids to do de-
signs on it. 1 was hoping that one of our Koori
students, she was going to do some patterns ...
which we might do on the second one.

“They are very solid, very large, very heavy
picnic tables.”

Only one is completed so far and there is
another table not far behind.

Ms Colley hopes the students will get to be
apart of the process of placing the tables at the
park, and have a tour while they are there.
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