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Beautiful BowenY”

“| WISH EVERY DAY WAS A HOLA-DAYY”

NEW PROGRAM BOOSTS STUDENT SUCCESS AT BOWEN HIGH

School has launched the Hands

on Learning (HOLA) program
as part of its Flexispace learning
initiative. This practical in-school
program aims to enhance student
engagement, wellbeing, and atten-
dance by providing opportunities
for students to uncover their talents
and achieve success through mean-
ingful, hands-on projects.

In 2025, Bowen State High

HOLA is an initiative of 54reasons.
org.au and supports students to de-
velop the social and emotional ca-
pabilities. These are essential skills
needed for students to understand
themselves and others more effec-
tively. Students are also able to man-
age their relationships, lives, and
learning better.

Head of Wellbeing Mr Owen
Derrick leads the program every
Wednesday with a group of stu-
dents from Years 8-10. Mr Derrick
values the program explaining that,
the students positively engage in the
practical aspects of the program.

“We start the day with a wellbeing
check in, followed by completing
practical projects around the school
or in the community. Students make
their own morning tea and lunch

in our Flexispace kitchen,” he ex-
plained.

“We eat lunch together in a posi-
tive environment. Recent projects
include, building new gardens,
cleaning up school grounds, build-
ing tables and chairs and cooking a
BBQ at the Bowen Neighbourhood
centre.”

Students who have engaged in the
program this year believe the pro-
gram has been positive for their be-
haviour and engagement.

Some of the comments included:

“Cooking together is my favourite
part of HOLA. The frustrating part
at times is getting others to clean up
as sir likes the kitchen to sparkle. We
are definitely getting better at that!”

“I was not behaving or following
instructions. I now look forward to
HOLA on Wednesdays. It is a shame
every day of the week isn't a HO-
LA-DAY!”

“I am now getting along with stu-
dents more than I used to because I
have confidence to speak up.”

“My behaviour in class has changed
heaps. Last year, I used to get sent
to the office every week. This year,

I have only had 3 buddy class refer-
rals”

Bowen State High School received a
Community Partnership grant from
Abbot Point Operations to support
the Hands-on Learning program in
2025. This partnership has allowed
Bowen State High School to pur-
chase tools, food and resources to
enact this program.

Principal of Bowen State High
School Robert Harris said he is
thankful for the grant.

“I appreciate the support of Abott
Point Operations as the grant allows
our school to create opportunities
for our students to realise their full
potential,” he said.

“Whilst the Hands on Learning
(HOLA) program is in its initial
phase, we have seen improvements |
in student attendance and an in-
crease in self-confidence for stu-
dents to engage in community proj-
ects.

“Learning within the four walls of
a classroom is a struggle for some
students, so hands-on learning in-
creases their engagement and self-
worth so they can be successful in
the future.”
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