
Quarterly
April 2025

Growing 
together

https://handsonlearning.org.au/
https://www.54reasons.org.au/
https://handsonlearning.org.au/
https://x.com/handsonlearn
https://www.instagram.com/handsonlearnaus/#
https://au.linkedin.com/company/hands-on-learning-australia
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100085577766465


Our cover 
Thank you to Port Dalrymple 
School for hosting a visit to Hands 
on Learning for the Honourable Jo 
Palmer MLC, Tasmanian Minister 
for Education on the 26th March. 
Read on more on page 5.

Welcome to the HoL community
• Baradine Central School, NSW
• Beaufort Primary School, VIC

• Belmont High School, Geelong VIC

• Cootamundra High School, NSW

• East Devonport Primary School, TAS

• Kelmscott Senior High School, WA

• Neerigen Brook Primary School, WA

• Nelson Park Secondary College, Geelong VIC

• Rochester Primary School, VIC

• St Joseph’s Primary School, Warrnambool VIC 

• Wellard Village Primary School, WA

Hands on Learning  
on Facebook
We are excited to invite you 
to follow our new Hands on 
Learning Facebook page! 
Stay in the loop and spread 
the word. Family, friends and 
supporters all welcome to join 
the HoL community.  

Beginnings at Cootamundra
Even though they have only just 
begun, the HoL team at Cootamundra 
High School are embracing Hands on 
Learning with a tasty first version of 
their HoL sign.
Eager to celebrate this new beginning, 
they have produced a fabulous 
newsletter with a parent reporting  
“The day after the first HoL day was the 
first time in years my child got ready for 
school without me having to ask them. 
I’ve already been asked how many days 
till the next HoL day!”

Enhancing our support 
As we continue to evolve and grow, we are excited to launch an expanded suite of support for 
our partner schools this year to ensure we are supporting all programs with their specific needs 
regardless of their location. These include:
•	more frequent tailored training,
•	new in-person regional professional learning opportunities,
•	opportunities for artisan-teachers and leadership to book more frequent, dedicated time 

with the HoL School Support team to tap into their collective skills and experience.

Regional Networking
We are thrilled to announce that we are 
packaging up the very best of our Hands 
on Learning School Support and bringing 
it to a location near you!
Throughout the year we will be hosting 
regional networking and professional 
learning days, an invaluable opportunity 
for HoL artisan-teachers and school 
leadership to come together, build 
connections and take part in a range of 
inspiring workshops.
Next term we will be heading to 
Tasmania and Queensland! Keep an eye 
out for registration details!

Supporting the wHoLe community
Hats off  
to Globe and FXD
A huge shout out to apparel 
brand Globe for their generous 
donation and delivery of wide-
brim Salty Crew hats to Hands 
on Learning students at select 
programs across QLD, NSW, 
Western Australia, Tasmania, and 
Victoria!  As pictured left these 

hats are doing a stellar job shielding the students at 
Narooma High from that mighty NSW sun.
We were also delighted to welcome Jake from FXD 
(Globe’s Australian workwear brand) to Craigieburn 
Secondary College in Victoria this term. The students 
loved his visit and the connection it brought to their 
Hands on Learning experience.
This fantastic partnership with Globe and FXD 
continues to inspire and support students—proving that 
sometimes, great collaborations keep on skating!

                                          Backs HoL Programs Again!
We’re thrilled to share that Plantfulness will once again be supporting Hands on Learning programs in 
2025! Their generous contribution of $800 worth of new gardening tools will empower students to 
nurture their green thumbs and connect with nature.  
Plantfulness, a not-for-profit organisation, is dedicated to enhancing the mental and physical well-being 
of our community by encouraging mindfulness and health through gardening and time spent in nature.
Stay tuned for Term 2, when more details about accessing this wonderful offer will be announced.

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100085577766465
https://globecorporate.com/
https://fxdworkwear.com.au/
https://plantfulness.org.au/


We are thrilled to welcome our new 
schools from Western Australia. Kelmscott 
Senior High School, Neerigen Brook 
Primary School and Wellard Village 
Primary School.
Louise Edwards, Student Services Manager 
and HoL Coordinator at Kelmscott Senior 
High School had observed that there  
was a definite need for more support for 
their students.
“I have spent a long time searching for 
a program that addressed the needs of 
disengaged students, particularly year 8 
and 9 cohorts. When I stumbled on Hands 
on Learning it made my year! It ticked all 
the boxes and certainly fitted in with how 
we function at Kelmscott SHS and in our 
wider community.
My dream is for the program to grow into 
this amazing space where students can 
be themselves, learn new skills and feel a 
sense of belonging.”
Artisan-teacher Julie Moles is a 
horticulturist by trade, passionate 
about environmental education and 
brings hands-on skills gained working 
in the gardening/landscaping industry. 
Sustainability, growing their own food, and 
water wise practices are her focus.
“My hopes for the program are to equip 
students with life skills they won’t learn in 
the classroom. To guide students towards 
becoming the best version of themselves, 
promoting wellness, improving their self-
confidence and mental health.” 

Now focussing on setting up their space, 
one of the first projects for the Kelmscott 
SHS HoL team is creating their HoL sign. 
Next, they will be working on making 
a Focus Plan board for students and a 
Shape of the Day board so that they can 
brainstorm their projects and activities.

Kelmscott’s longer-term vision is to 
renovate an old farmhouse that’s on the 
farm property that has just been returned 
to the school. 

Up and running
With abundant enthusiasm three new schools have joined the HoL 
community as the program enters a new state; Western Australia!

WELLARD, KELMSCOTT,  GOOLAMRUP COUNTRY ARMADALE – WESTERN AUSTRALIA, WHADJUK NOONGAR COUNTRY

“I hope all students leave HoL with a clear 
direction for their future and a bag full of 
skills to become successful adults.”
Julie Moles – Artisan-teacher, 
Kelmscott Senior High School

Kelmscott Senior High school welcomed earlier 
this term their local MP, Tony Buti, to their 
exciting new Hands on Learning Program. 

“Kelmscott SHS is excited to be the first high 
school in Western Australia to deliver this 

program, which is supported by 54 Reasons.
Hands-on Learning is a practical in-school 

program that builds engagement, well-being, 
and attendance by creating opportunities 
for students to discover their talents and 

experience success through significant and 
authentic hands-on projects.”

Julie Moles, Stephen Brown and Louise 
Edwards (Hands-on Learning Team ) with Hon. 

Dr Tony Buti MLA at Minawarra Park Bridge. 

https://www.wa.gov.au/government/premier-and-cabinet-ministers/dr-tony-buti
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/premier-and-cabinet-ministers/dr-tony-buti


About 30 minutes away at Wellard Village 
Primary School, artisan-teachers Lola and 
Brendan report;
“We have had a fantastic start to Wellard 
Village Primary School’s Hands on 
Learning (HoL) program. The students 
have been actively engaged in both the 
Café and Build groups, contributing 
significantly to the school community. 
Their achievements, from preparing meals 
and baking muffins, to repairing school 
equipment and designing toys, truly 
reflect the value of Hands on Learning.
Additionally, their collaboration on 
creating an outstanding Hands on 
Learning sign has highlighted their 
creativity and teamwork.
Such hands-on experiences are invaluable 
in nurturing a love for learning and a 
sense of responsibility. It’s been inspiring 
to see how the HoL program empowers 
students to take initiative and contribute 
meaningfully to their school environment.
Our aim for HoL at Wellard Village Primary 
School is to cultivate a stimulating 
environment where students can discover 
their passions, develop skills, and build 
confidence. It’s evident that the students 
are embracing this opportunity, and their 
contributions are making a positive impact 
on the school community.”
At Wellard Village the students attend a full 
day each week so they can fully embrace 
the recommended Shape of the Day.

Meanwhile, at Neerigen Brook Primary 
School, students are also attending a full 
program day each week. Principal Lesley 
Barrett reports that;
“It has been a start with lots of energy 
at this end. Trina and Jodi are doing a 
wonderful job.
Week 2 kicked off with an amazing first 
session, and our students absolutely 
smashed their Focus Plans – working well 
with others!
They learned about the Four Pillars of 
Hands on Learning, mastered measuring 
tape skills, discovered natural leaders, and 
even whipped up some delicious lemonade 
scones and Spaghetti Bolognese.
This week, we’re diving into sanding skills, 
with mini-pizzas for lunch and brownies 
for recess—yum! 
It has been amazing to see the skills 
students have demonstrated already. We 
will continue to build our space so keep 
an eye out for our Hands on Learning 
sign – completely designed and built by 
the students! 
Stay tuned for more HoL fun!”

WELLARD, KELMSCOTT,  GOOLAMRUP COUNTRY ARMADALE – WESTERN AUSTRALIA, WHADJUK NOONGAR COUNTRY



THE HEARTS OF HoL

Caz:
Why did you put your hand up for HoL?
I had seen the outcomes for students 
in HoL at another school and 
witnessed real positive results for 
students in the program.
 
What makes HoL Build thrive at 
McClelland?
We are backed well by the school and 
the area is a great place for the kids 
to check in. There is a huge sense of 
ownership and connection, even when 
they have left the program.
 
What are you proud of?
Proud of the kids and what we all 
achieve. We celebrate our outcomes 
and coming to work is a joy.
 
What are you bringing from your life 
experience into HoL?
A sense of adventure, past experience, 
a creative mind and a can-do attitude. 
We can do anything. That is our motto. 
Nothing is off limits. 

Lyn:
Why did you put your hand up for HoL?
I had been at the school for many 
years and seen the difference the 
program had made for many of the 
students. I knew HoL is where I 
wanted to be.

What makes HoL Build thrive at 
McClelland?
The program in general. Kids love it. 
They can talk, feel comfortable and safe.

What are you proud of?
The way this place is available for any 
kid in the school who needs a safe 
and happy place. Proud that the kids 
love coming down and have a great 
work ethic. Proud of the partnership 
that Caz and I have.

What are you bringing from your life 
experience into HoL?
A lot of life experience. It’s a learning 
curve where we can all make mistakes 
but it’s good for the kids to see that 
trial and error. 

Introducing Caroline Munckhof 
(Caz) and Lyn Chaplin, HoL 
artisan-teachers, with combined 
18 years experience, at 
McClelland College, Victoria.

Where do you see HoL going this year?
Both Caz and Lyn agree that the program is thriving. We have so many new staff 
this year the goal is to continue to get out into the school. To reconnect the 
understanding of our program with new staff and students. 

Getting to know you
Students at Port Dalrymple school were thrilled to share all aspects of HoL 
at their school with Tasmanian Education Minister Jo Palmer this term.

Thank you to Port Dalrymple School for 
hosting a visit to Hands on Learning for 
the Honourable Jo Palmer, Minister for 
Education. The minister was a great sport 
engaging with students and even taking on 
her own Focus Plan. 
The visit provided a wonderful opportunity 
to celebrate our valuable partnership with 
the Department for Education, Children and 
Young People and the Tasmanian Community 
Fund, helping more students to build 
engagement, wellbeing and develop skills to 
thrive at school, at work and in life. 

Take a tour of McClelland precinct here.

https://www.facebook.com/Portdalrympleschool
https://www.facebook.com/JoPalmerRosevears
https://www.decyp.tas.gov.au/
https://www.decyp.tas.gov.au/
https://www.tascomfund.org/
https://www.tascomfund.org/
https://macuport.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/save_the_children/index.htm


With the opportunity to work on real-world 
projects, that have a direct impact on local 
schools and their community, HoL students 
are able to realise their potential. 
The TCF infrastructure grants are enabling 
HoL students to create spaces that foster 
collaboration, creativity, and personal 
growth and provide a chance to give back 
by creating a true HoL legacy at Tasmanian 
partner schools.
Yolla District School are now able to create 
the perfect synergy to compliment both 
Café and Build programs. Students are the 
creators, and active participants in shaping 
the place they call their own with a new 
alfresco dining area complete with pizza 
oven. Their experience isn’t just about 
building structures – it is about teamwork 
and developing confidence.

At Port Dalrymple Primary School, students 
are immersing themselves in a project 
that brings joy and purpose. Working 
together, they are designing and building 
the HoL Precinct – a safe, creative, and 
welcoming space where students can 
express themselves and feel at home. 
An opportunity they would not have had 
without the project grant.

TASMANIA,  PALAWA PEOPLE OF LUTRUWITA COUNTRY  

Empowering Tasmanian grants 
The Tasmanian Community Fund (TCF) and HoL partner schools  
are transforming spaces and the lives of students.

“I feel like I’m getting better at everything.”
Grade 10 student – Port Dalrymple

Port Dalrymple Primary School were granted funds for extension of their HoL space, including seating, 
kitchen garden and available workspace. The extension will allow for a true ‘place to belong’ for both the 
HoL Build and Café groups.

Work in progress at Yolla District School. With the base laid, the students have built the frame and laid 
the concrete top to be used for cooking. The students learnt the new skill of brick laying, framing for 
support and working with specific materials to support heat generation. 

Howrah Primary School

Both Howrah and Natone Primary Schools 
are so excited to fit out their new shipping 
containers, complete with plumbing and 
electrics, decking and furniture which will 
become the new homes of HoL.

Natone Primary School

https://www.tascomfund.org/


TASMANIA,  PALAWA PEOPLE OF LUTRUWITA COUNTRY  

PROJECT SPOTLIGHT

Hillcrest Primary School

“In Hands on Learning we make a sandpit 
and it makes me feel good...it makes me 
feel good that the little kids can enjoy it.”
Student – Hillcrest Primary School, Grade 5

The HoL students at Hillcrest Primary 
School are jumping with joy around their 
newly completed sandpit project. 
With a grant for a sand pit play area with 
bench seating, nature play aspects and 
landscaping, the HoL team revel in the fact 
they have created a space that all students 
can enjoy, in particularly the younger 
students. An idea that really inspired the 
HoL group knowing that the younger 
children would really love it.
The HoL group surveyed their peers and the 
whole school to gain insight into what was 
wanted by the student body. 
They have now finished concreting 
the edges of the sandpit and removed 
the topsoil. A bench seat was built by 
a contractor over the break and with 
sand now delivered it is ready for lots of 
shovelling to get it in the right spot!

With these grants, HoL partner schools 
are giving students the tools and support 
they need to build, not just physical spaces, 
but a brighter future for themselves and 
their communities. TCF are providing the 
opportunity to create safe spaces, encourage 
community involvement, and nurture future 
pathways for students who may have 
otherwise slipped through the cracks of 
traditional education.  
In applying for, and completing these 
project grants, partner schools are ensuring 
the sustainability of HoL programs into the 
future, showing all students that they are 
valued and their voice is heard. 
In order to be successful, the schools and 
students provided details around the what 
and why the project is needed; how it aligns 
with the Four Pillars of HoL; how it will benefit 
the students, school and wider community 
and proposed budget. Applications also 
required a spotlight on student voice, showing 
students that their opinions are valued. It is a 
win, win outcome for all involved.

The successful grants include:
▪	 Port Dalrymple School – for 

development of their HoL precinct
▪	 Yolla District School – to create an 

alfresco dining area with pizza oven
▪	 Natone Primary School – for purchase 

and fit out of a shipping container to 
establish their HoL precinct

▪	 Hillcrest Primary School – to create an 
additional play area for upper primary 
students

▪	 Illawarra Primary School – to enhance 
their HoL precinct with decking, a pizza 
oven and gabion seating

▪	 Dover District School– to enhance their 
HoL precinct

▪	 Howrah Primary School – for a shipping 
container for their HoL precinct

▪	 Orford Primary School – to develop and 
maintain a kitchen garden café program

These projects are not just about building 
infrastructure – they’re about fostering an 
environment where students can thrive, 
contribute, and feel a sense of pride in 
their school and community. And the 
impact is clear: the students are not only 
adding to their life long toolkit, they’re also 
building a lasting legacy in their schools 
and communities.

“Talks non-stop about things she has done. 
And is always in an amazing mood after 
being HoL.”
Parent of Year 4 female student

Dover District School Illawarra Primary School Orford Primary School

https://stc365.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/XCR02/elearning/EXeQU3Dsw5dJh7XqVLqirnYBwdUCUw8ONnAG6Z1MsjV7aA?e=nx4lWA


43% RURAL

Location

69% VIC

HoL by State

13% TAS

10% NSW

8% QLD

28% METRO

29% REGIONAL

2024 growth
Schools recognised the need for a 
supportive program like Hands on 
Learning (HoL) resulting in 14 schools 
commencing a program in 2024.

2024 – what the numbers say
Our aggregated data collection continues to demonstrate Hands on Learning’s practical approach to 
improve educational outcomes, increase belonging and student wellbeing.

STUDENTS PARENTSSTAFF

“Since doing build its helped 
me feel happier. Its also taught 
me more about problem solving 
and building.”
Student – Summerdale Primary School

“Student is much more settled, 
calm, responsive, positive and 
has improved relationships with 
staff and students.”
Classroom Teacher – Echuca College

“She loves the HoL program. Building things 
and work around the school helps her a lot with 
confidence and hands on skills she’ll use forever. She 
enjoys working as part of a team and the connection 
she has with the other kids in the program.”
Parent – Lavington Public School

79%
of students report 
an improvement  
in confidence to  
try new things

73%
of students report 
an improvement  
in problem solving

71%
of staff report  
an improvement  
in students 
working positively 
with others

73%
of staff report an 
improvement in 
students’ overall 
happiness

96% 79%
of parents report 
increased development 
of new work and life 
skills by their children

of parents say HoL is 
the key reason my
child is more engaged 
and motivated to 
attend school

81%
of parents report 
improvement in 
their child’s sense 
of belonging 

100% 



Engagement and connection
Students completed a survey asking them to consider their development across such areas after 
a minimum of two terms of participation in HoL. This summary reflects the feedback from 1150 
students who completed post surveys at 118 schools across 4 states in 2024.

What the students say across the states

VICTORIA
“HoL is a place I get to be myself and its the 
happiest place. I love helping other people 
out and going out in our community.”
Grade 8 – Bayswater Secondary College

“Since being in HoL I have learnt how 
to manage my anger and get along with 
others. I am also learning to develop 
leadership skills by getting the team 
organised and working with different 
students to achieve this.”
Grade 9 – Benalla P-12 College

“I have learnt long life skills I can use when 
I get a job.”
Grade 8 – Chaffey Secondary College

“I feel like my self worth and confidents has 
improved a lot since Hands on Learning.”
Grade 5 – Tongala Primary School 

NEW SOUTH WALES
“I think that it has helped me be more 
social and more talkative to others, and I 
have improved my ability to focus in class.  
I also think that I have been more 
confident with talking to my classmates.”
Grade 9 – Walcha Central School

“I like coming to school more.”
Grade 8 – Bateman’s Bay High School

“It’s helped me get involved a bit more in 
my work skills/productive, and helps me 
get along with others.”
Grade 7 – Leeton High School

“My focus is getting better.”
Grade 8 – Murray High School

QUEENSLAND
“I like how hands on learning is fun and 
inclusive and you don’t have to sit still. I 
class I get bored or lose focus whereas at 
hands on learning the work is engaging and 
easy to focus on.”
Grade 7 – Lowood State High School

“HoL makes school better for me.”
Grade 5 – Cedar Creek State School

“Since I have been in HoL it has helped me 
be involved a lot more.”
Grade 9 – Mary Valley State College

“It’s fun and I like it and its fun doing it 
with other people.”
Grade 6 – Humpybong State School

TASMANIA
“I feel more useful and able to do more 
things.”
Grade 8 – Campbell Town District High 
School 

“I like doing new skills and its important 
to know so that you can do it at home or 
work. I’m feeling much more confident, 
confident to speak in class.”
Grade 10 – Dover District School

“Being in HoL makes school less scary/
stressful.”
Grade 6 – Orford Primary School

“That its helped me develop my confidence 
and it has made me feel like I have better 
self worth and has gotten me a spot within 
a workplace I feel safe and happy at HoL.”
Grade 10 – St Marys District School

“I’ve been more motivated to come to 
school more and I’m getting along with 
people more.”
Grade 8 – Yolla District School

Ability to take risks and try new things

Ability to solve problems when completing work tasks

Ability to work positively with a range of students

Relationships with classroom teachers

Ability to communicate and talk to other people

Behaviour in the classroom

Ability to be calm and manage feelings

Learning in the classroom

HoL is the key reason students have been engaged and motivated to come to school

• IMPROVED/YES     • NO CHANGE     • NEVER AN ISSUE     • WORSENED

• YES     • NO CHANGE     • NO  

79%

73%

63%

51%

62%

54%

56%

57%

59%



This edition we feature the fantastic precinct 
at Greater Shepparton Secondary College 
(GSSC). Plus, check out a range of creative 
projects from across the states- inspiration 
for enhancing your HoL space.

Creating spaces
LET’S GET PRACTICAL

Pizza time
Sitting within the 
precinct this well 
designed and built 
pizza oven is not just a 
one trick pony. Once 
the oven was built the 
students also learned 
the art of rendering 
and mosaicing, cleverly 
constructing a wood 
box, using metal work 
skills, to keep their fuel 
dry so it can be used 
at any time.

Open and inviting
Designed for comfort and maximising the opportunity for students to engage in 
a wide range of skills this incredible precinct has it all. Created by students and 
supported by artisan-teachers Barb and Fili. Always evolving it features pallet 
seating and table, games, gardens and an outdoor shelter to sit and enjoy.

Outdoor games
Creativity and simplicity: The students at GSSC repurposed 
old stumps in to highly useful and entertaining games that 
all the students can play. The additon of storage boxes 
using upcycled timber to hold all the game pieces is a 
stroke of pure genius.

Going green
In building this new garden space with seating and hedges, 
which will eventually block sound, the students are begining 
to realise how powerful their work can be in creating a 
peaceful sanctuary. Using reclaimed sleepers and a fence 
panel entrace is an inviting green gateway to their sanctury.

Looking funky
Trick of the light? This project using decking 
timber and plyboard creates an amazing 
illusion and packs a powerful punch. 



A cut above
A cutting board is a brilliant first 
project for the students at Lara 

Secondary College. Such a practical 
gift using upcycled timber.

Pallets are your friend
Toora Primary School HoL students have 
been busy enhancing their space. There is so 
much you can do with a hammer, nails and a 
few pallets and little help from your friends.

Playing to strengths
With a group of students drawn to the creative 
arts and an AT with an amazing skill set, Mount 
Eliza Secondary College has benefited from the 
result of these fantastic paint by numbers murals. 

Yummy
Bribie Island State High School HoL Café students are serving up tasty sweet treats 
along  with healthy and creative options like this mushroom, halloumi, sautéed 
onion and lettuce burger as part of their café offerings.

Chickens delight
The crew at Koo Wee Rup Secondary 
College​ have created a happy and safe 
place in preparation for their chickens to 
roam during the day when they arrive. 
Using re-purposed and natural materials at 
hand, the fencing has been decorated with 
beautiful pinecone flowers.

Conditioning glowup
Using screening shade cloth, timber, paint and 
a lot of creative teamwork the students Lilydale 
Secondary College have transformed this 
unattractive space into something to be proud of.
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