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Theft of tools hurts students

By Oliver Shedden

Hands on Learning
students across Echuca-
Moama have been disap-
pointed following the theft
of essential tools from a
shared equipment trailer
vital to the programs.

Eight schools in
Campaspe Shire share
the Hands on Learning
trailer, with three utilising
it in the Echuca-Moama
area: Echuca Twin Rivers
Specialist School, St
Joseph’s College Echuca
and 208 Echuca Primary
School.

The trailer, which was
supplied by Campaspe
Cohuna Local Learning
and Employment Network
(CCLLEN) provides equip-
ment to schools that other-
wise wouldn’t have access
to those tools, including
electric handheld power
tools for building projects
the Hands on Learning
students undertake.

$10,000 worth of tools
were stolen from the trail-
er last Wednesday night,
June 12. This sets back all
the Hands on Learning
construction programs
significantly until either
the tools are returned or
more can be supplied,
which could take weeks or
months.

Understandably, the

students in those pro-
grams are saddened by the
setbacks, with St Joseph’s
College Echuca Hands
on Learning coordinator
Adam Prime relaying the
frustrations of himself
and the 30 affected par-
ticipants in St Joseph's
program.

“It’s a really sad thing
to happen for them; now
they will just do some
maintenance-type work
around the grounds until
they have access to those
tools again,” he said.

“That type of work is
nowhere near as interest-
ing for them as the builds
such as the nine square
courts and wood fire pizza
ovens they have made in
the past.

“They want some-
thing fun that they can
plan, build, and be part
of, something that will be
at the school for years to
come, and they get a real
sense of accomplishment
from that sort of thing.

“To have something
like this happen, which is
a real inconvenience to a
lot of people, is very dis-
appointing, particularly
because it is so valuable to
many students.”

Mr Prime said that the
students from St Joseph’s
will continue with the
programs, trying their best

with the available equip-
ment while waiting for the
issue to be solved.

“We will have to make
do with what we have
available at the schools,
which isn’t the same level
of tools that were available
in the trailer,” he said.

“It could be weeks or
even months until this is
resolved.”

208 Echuca Primary
School Hands on
Learning coordinator
Scott Trewhella echoed
Mr Prime’s sentiments,
proclaiming that for many
students it's what they
look forward to the most.

Like St Joseph’s, the
Hands on Learning stu-
dents at 208 Echuca
Primary School will be
forced to do grounds
maintenance for most of
the program, which will
force them to share limit-
ed resources for their big-
ger timber projects.

“The projects that the
students were working on
have stopped for the fore-
seeable future,” he said.

“The kids are devas-
tated to have this happen
because, for a lot of them,
their highlight of the week
is coming to Hands on
Learning.

“We’ve gone from doing
major projects and builds
to shovels and rakes,

Representatives and students from Echua Twin Rivers

Specialist School, St Joseph’s College Echuca and
208 Echuca Primary School gathered to discuss the

outcomes of the theft.

which is not as much fun
as some of the other proj-
ects the kids have been
working on.

“It really has altered
how we can run the pro-
gram, but at the moment,
we'll rely on bringing our
own power tools in from
home to ensure the pro-
gram continues.”

Mr Trewhella want-
ed to relay a message to
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the people who stole the
tools - think about what
this type of crime does to
the students and wider
community.

“If the people who took
these items can just think
of their actions and the
flow-on effect it has on so
many kids and families in
the community, it’s just a
really disappointing thing
that happened,” he said.
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The Hands on Learning trailer was stripped
bare of any electric hand held power tools
that were being used by students for their
school projects. Photo: Aidan Briggs.
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