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The Heywood Herald News tips to CHARLIE SAWYER-BASSETT: 5522 3000 

Greenhouse 
nearly ready 
CHARLIE SAWYER-BASSETI 

AS part of its Hands on Learning program, 
Heywood and District Secondary College has 
partnered with not-for-profit organisation Food 
Ladder to build a greenhouse. 
Hands on Learning students are keen to help 

establish the greenhouse in the ever-growing garden 
at the college. 
The students were joined by Food Ladder project 

officer Veronica O'keefe and project manager Nigel 
McLean, who Jed the way in construction. 
This was Food Ladder's 21st greenhouse project in 

Australia and second in Victoria. 
Food Ladder, based in Sydney, has been established 

for 15 years now and looks to provide solutions in 
food insecurity particularly in regional areas of 
Australia. 
The organisation has a rollout system in which they 

partner with corporate and philanthropic bodies to 
raise money and install greenhouses and hydroponic 
growing systems into schools. 
"It's basically an educational tool to teach kids 

different methods of growing and to get them in that 
cropping space of where everything's protected and 
the environments controlled," Mr McLean said. 
Before the Food Ladder duo arrived, students had 

already laid a concrete slab (footing) to get a jump 
start and cutting costs for the organisation. 
"Basically, you can be looking at anywhere from 
$35,000 to $50,000 for a greenhouse all fitted out 
and with all the training commissioning completed," 
Mr McLean said. 
"With a school building their own, as Heywood 

have, that's cut our costs and the schools cost down 
because we don't have to be here for that week 
during the build. 
"We're only here for two weeks instead of three. 
"Had they not done the footings and they would've 

liked us to do the footings, that would have put us 
here for four weeks." 
The green house will be a source of learning for 

most class subjects such as maths, science, and food 
tech. The whole school will have contact in some 
way with the project 
It is all up and running th.is week and students and 

teachers are eager to see some seedlings in the new 
establishment soon. 
Hands on Learning isn't the only green project 

progressing, as the Heywood Community Garden 
located on the school grounds has a few updates to 
announce. 
The garden has received funding from VicHealth 

Local Government Partnership fot infrastructure, 

Meals on Wheels 
THE Heywood Meals on Wheels roster 
for next week (July 31 - August 4) is: 
Monday - Joy Savill and Shelley Quin; 
Tuesday - Elaine Evans and Norm Parry; 
Wednesday - Lions Club; Thursday -
Teisha Davis; Friday - Thelma Hoggan, 
Lou Matthews and Jan Malseed. 

OUTSIDE the new greenhouse are (from left) 
Food Ladder project manager Nigel McLean, 
project officer Veronica O'keefe, student 
Madison Bayley, 15, HDSC self-proclaimed 
'dogsbody' Greg Housden, and teacher Elly 
Colley. RIGHT (middle and below): The 
greenhouse was still in progress last week 
but is now fitted with an internal hydroponic 
System. Pictures: KAREN HODGE 230719kh15/17/18/20 

community events, branding and signage. 
A logo is yet to be chosen by the committee, 

following a design competition. 
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On July 30, at 10.30am, the community is welcome 
to join a working bee at the garden. A general clean 
up will be done, and lines will be marked out around 
the area to get an idea of where things will go. 
Locals are welcomed to bring along a plate of food 

to share for lunch. 
In other news at the college, the school sheep 

(pic_tured below) have been lambing over the 
holidays. Eight of their ewes have had a total of 12 
lambs. 
They school plans to sell the lambs in future. 
The school has also adopted 13 new chickens, after 

improving the chicken pen's fencing to prevent foxes 
from getting in. They collect three to four dozen eggs 
a week, which will be used in food tech. 
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ELECTRICIAN KUBOTA 

24-26 Edgar St,
Heywood
5S27 2266 

HEYWOOD 
Trades & Services 

$17.50 

SOLAR 

Domestic 
Commercial 

Off-Grid 
Battery 

Call or visit 
keppelprince.com.au 

1,500 systems totaling 
over 8MW installed 

since 2011. 

Ph: 5523 8888 
Solar Victoria Approved 
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TV RECEPTION 

PR ELECTRONICS 
TV ANTENNA SERVICE 

• All naw & existing lnscallations • 
DIGITAL TV SPECAl.JS1S 
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Portland, Heywood & District 

TREE LOPPING 

VIC ROADS PREQUALIFIED 
TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT 

FULLY INSURED 
• Mulch Sales/Deliveries
• Tree Lopping and Removal
• Qualified Spotters
• Tree Wood Chipping
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat & Excavator Work
• Forestry Mulcher for Bobcat

&Excavator
• Firebreaks/Slashing and Block

Clearing 
• Traffic Controllers
• Traffic Management Plans
■ lraffic Signage Hire

CALL US TODATTOR A FREE QUOTE


