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The power
of hands on
education

Engaging students in school

ROCHELLE KIRKHAM

THE Central Highlands re

gion has one of the highest
rates of early school leavers

in Victor

a
The latest Victorian gov

emment On Track survey

69 young people in

xited school before
completing year 12 in 2017
Tha

people ¢

same year 1266 young

mpleted year 12 or
equivalent in Ballarat
One innovative school

am is having success

in improving student ex

nent and  long-term

education outcomes. The
Hands On Leaming program
is helping d

ents

in the region

fidence and

helping them re

school and set themselves up

future success

The in-sche
supported by
Save the Child

sting students out of

ym for hands on

learning one day a week

s, principals, par
ents

selves an

of the program, both in the

assroom and in attenda

and engagement rates

HANDS ON LEARNING

the Hands on Leaming
program started in Frank
ston in 1999 and now runs
in more than 100 schools in
Australia across year levels
five to 10,

Mount Clear College
Secondary Ce

ul
Daylesfor

e
pge and Cre

swick Primary School run
program for around 1C
students at each school one

day a week

Students work togethe
n practical projects, in
cluding construction and
hospitality, that foster team
work, communication and
skills. The
model creates a place tc
belong on school grounds

but tside the classroom

N
wh

e students build rela
tionships, leamn through real

ife projects that give back tc

the school community, and

develop strategles to shift at

ttudes and behaviours tha

an be barriers to leaming in

the ¢
Ha
Regional Victorda School
Manager  Steve

SSPOOm.

arning

Support

Schneider said the ultimate

goal was 10 re-engage young

people with education be
fore they drop out, but alsc
quip them with the skills tc

e it school

For so many kids, a ¢

vonal classtoom setting i

working for them,” he said
¥

involved

a lot of the childrer

y dont ha

the easiest life and this is

somewhere they can spend
the majority of the day doing

something they are really

nierested Ate

in and passion.

about with someone who is
interested in them
All you have to do s walk

uch fun

in and see how m

are having. It is
kids en

{ and happy

in what they do.

When The Courler visited

lege's Hands

ng program, stu
dents were working in small
teams building dog kennels
Some students hammered
nails into wood, while others

sanded rough edges, mea

sured wood and cut it to size
While most of the group

work outside on the dog

kennels, year nine st nt

Ka

n works al

e fixing

cabinets inside the shipping
container

It is Kakd s third year in
the program. He has deve

urity and inde

nce that has lead w0

initiating work on projects
that will improve the school's
Hands on |

Kaiden said he was strug

Arning space

gling in class and 10 make
friends when he first er

tered the program. Now he
has ambitions to finish year
12, and work for Hands on

Learning when he graduates

It was tough coming into
dn't know my

year seven. |

way around. 1 ha
1 to be:

gotte

g around certal

ple In primary school

oming 1o a new school

and

I couldnt focus because |
he

e into Hands on

didn't know any«

said. "1 ca

Learning and got to the point
where | could make friends
and focus In class.

*I have had about 15 focus
plans over the yoars. We try
to complete that goal. When
I started | had focus plans
about maurity. | used

wo

1 then get distract
My last one was about focus

ing on one task &

FOCUSED: Creswick Primary School pupil Caitlyn builds a planter

relationships with her schoolmates. Picture: Adam Trafford

towards the group was one at

the start of last year. Now my

focus Is on being a leader in

the group.
During our visit 10 the

school, Kaiden was wor 8

to remove and repair cabi

d been installed
By
the end of the year the group

n the shipping contain,

hopes 10 use the 1

cooking. He pointed to some

wooden chairs against the
wall the group made from

pallets carfier in the year and
b

speaks about an aqua

cs project he worked on

from beginning 1o end

He showed a white board

that fe.

res ideas for proj

ts and focus plans that

ach member of

the group

jeckdes and  assesses for

themselves and cach other
sch week. At the end of
ach session they reflect on

their progress and whether

they met their focus plan

throughout the program day

aiden sadd Hands on
Learning had taught him

mwork, respect and
sponsibility

The program has defi

x while forming

nitely helped and it has

wn me

spect in class. It
is one reason why I turn up

to school most days because

¢ in class, but |
o

I struggle a |

get this break and time o

class,” he said.

focused in class now
t will help me with
a lot more at school, T am not

"lar

That is wha

sure what | want to do for the
et but | know |

rest of schoo!

want to stay until the end of
year 12

‘Once 1 leave | want to

work with Hands on

carn

ing. 1 have already spoken to

the school began the Hands

In the program we are

Whaat we are finding is en

A

nator Brett Domaschenz said

verse range of students with
individual challenges, but
for some, the

m was

e sole re attend

ing school
We have one student

who has attended school for

about four

1ys o

been

five and th

Hands on Leaming days,
he sakd. "Most of them want

0 be at school. A lot ¢
» soclal issues,

illied or do the b

get bullied. There are
other students who have lost

family members, there might

be separation in the families

or unstable homes

The vision of our Hands

n Learning program Is to

ents ot a bevel
skills

10 do better in their class or

have these stuc

wh they have

they are set up to do appren
ticeships and traineeships.
A lot of

support at hor

m don't have

y

about in their

are forg

lassroom because there are
25 other students. This is a
1 openly work
vy

place they ¢

hings they know

good

and prepare
them for life down the track.”

r now see!

TOGETHER: Mount Clear College Hand

dinator Brett Domaschenz works with

program ¢
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on Leaming

students Jahi, Year 7, and Kyla, Year 8. Picture: Kate Healy

LEADERSHIP: Mount Cloar Colloge year nine Hands on

Learning participant Kaiden has become a leader of the

group. Picture: Kate Healy

becoming

2 primary school issue, not
1

ary education providers. Mr

mly a concern for seco

Schnedder sald was evident

s more primary sche

were expressing interest i

adopting Hands on Leaming
in their school

Creswick Pri;

began the progr
this year for gr

v student voice

six pupils &
and agency was identified as

scus kn the 2018 school re

view. Acting leading teacher

student  well-bein

Ingrid

Humm said the pupils hac

swhership over every aspect

he program, from decid

jects, to bud

fals
sout the teach
we need this
it is about the
students realising things like
we noed more seating in the
courtyard, how can we make
it," she said

We look up how much
things cost and make a bud
get. They are planning f
the
the
lirtle bit out of their comfort

ginning to the end of

The kids are a

zone but it is giving then

strengths in areas they didn't

realise they had

NEWS

GRADE five pupil Brandon
pd ot Creswick Pr
| in March, He said

ating in the Hands

ry

ing program had

friends

helped him r
and feel more comfortable
at schoc

It helps me come to
school happy,” he said

M

Schnelder said he

Hands on Learn
ing had the potential to
change engagement rates

in education by helping

its with different

talents flourish.

Primary schools are
coming 10 us asking about
Hands on Learning. To me

that is alarm

that you
can be in grade three or
four and people are recog

nising you are tapping out

ucation.

programs

native learning
But there are kids
apping out earty

four

d five, they
> secondary schoc
where transition is 8 tipping
point for a lot of kids, and

your h

bit might be to bail

10 be mute or 1o NOt turn up

when it gets h
kids from year seve

and nine muddie through

until they get to year 10

at | am hearing froe

st people when | talk

to them at schools is even
when these students get

10 yoar 10 or year 11, they

have learnt so little or have

50 little confidence and

capacity that when they

@et 1o these opportunities
they are not ready for them
anyway, they don't succeed

and then feel worse about

themselves. Then what path

o we put them on
O #m with Hands on
Learning is to open up their

world to the idea that you

can be successtul in school

If you show students how
10 be organised, work with
other people, have » good
work ethic and focus on a
task, when you get alterna
tive opportunities in year )

they will be ready for them

and be successfu



