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Students finally
get to kick fo

COMMUNITY
BY KYRA GILLESPIE
Warmambool

STUDENTS at Warrnam-
bool's Merri River School are
celebrating the completion
of a brand new communi-
ty-funded football oval.

The project at the Wollas-
ton Road school, formerly
known as the Warrnambool
Special Developmental
School, has been a long time
coming principal Robert
Dowell said.

"The oval wasn't included
in the original state govern-
ment build so the communi-
ty fund-raised to get it done,"
he said.

"The basketball courts
were included but not the
oval, that's just the way it
worked out.

"We want to thank the
community, with their con-
tribution we were able to get
the site flattened, seeded and
mowed.

"The goal posts were gen-
erously donated by R.A Steel

COMMUNITY GENEROSITY: Merri River students celebrate their brand new communi-

ty-funded football oval. Picture: Mark Witte

Warrnambool." .

The project cost around
$40,000.

Physical Education teach-
er Aidan Nicolson said stu-
dents had been waiting years
for a place to kick the footy.

He said the students
hand-painted the football
goals as part of a hands-on

learning subject and all they
needed to get now was pad-
ding for the posts.
- Mr Nicolson hand-painted
the lines around the oval,
The school is at $463,167
of its $1 million fundraising
target.
The community has had
to fund-raise for most of the

specialist equipment needeq
for the school.
$150,000 of that commy,-
nity raised money wags spent
on a new play area which
the school would not have
had without the help of
the community.
The funds also went to
books for the new library_ ;




