Senator achieves ‘hero’
status at Sale College

Davyd Reid

SENATOR John Madigan has followed
through on his promise to students
in Sale College’s hands on learning

E Madigan pledged to donate some
of his parliamentary pay rise to the
school to help complete the school’s
hands on learning facility, and deliv-
ered iron and fasteners to the schoaol
on Wednesday.

The material will help the students
finish the cladding of their new facility.

Hands on learning co-ordinator
Valmai Todd described Senator
Madigan as “a hero”,

“We would have never been able to
afford the cladding for our building,”
ghe said.

The students have been u
garden shed, and their new fn]gﬁ
will better suit their purposes.

A blacksmith by trade, Mr Madigan
said he had a personal understanding
of how an apprenticeship could change
lives,

He said he looked forward to return-
ing in the new year to see the progress
made and has also offered to run some
blackemithing classes for students.

“I'm happy the Australian
Manufacturing Farming Program
grants program has been able to
contribute in a small way,” Mr Madigan
said.

“Full credit to Valmai and the
students for achieving such positive
outcomes on such a limited budget —
it'’s quite inspiring.

“It’s important for our next
generation to learn of the positive
flow-on effects that stem from buying
Australian-made goods, which is an
important aspect of the (program).”

Mr Madigan has been donating all
maoney from pay rises he has received
since taking his Senate seat in 2011.

The amount, now more than
$50,000 a year, will be spent on
Australian-made equipment for

students
s hands on

training apprentices and students in
the manufacturing and agricultural
sectors,

Az one of the fow blue collar work-
ers in Federal parliament, Senator
Madigan is concerned about the
ever-widening gap between the
manufacturing and farming industries
and their elected representatives,
inspiring him to launch the Australian

Manufacturing Farming Program.



