
FRANKSTON High School’s boat looked as though it would easily win the annual Hands On Learning 
boat race at the National Water Sports Centre on Patterson River, Bangholme.

Up front were two strapping lads pedalling furiously on bikes to turn the large paddle wheels and at 
the stern were two paddlers.

Then something went wrong and the raft capsized. But the crew didn’t give up: one of the pedallers 
became a dog-paddling ‘propeller’.

Eventually, the winner was Western Port Secondary College of Hastings, whose team built a simple 
craft from light Corflute plastic.

Mornington Secondary College came a close second with McClelland College, Frankston, third. The 
other competitors, Carrum Downs Secondary College and Frankston High, took the last two places.

The event was the result of a challenge organised by Hands On Learning Australia for students to build 
the fastest boat within a $100 budget.

Hands On Learning Australia is a not-for-profit organisation that helps 21 secondary colleges one day a 
week produce a program for students at risk of leaving school early.

Building projects give disengaged students belief, confidence and an opportunity to achieve something 
they believe in.

The students designed and built the boats themselves by recycling old materials, including bikes and 
old steel bins that were turned into paddles.

Year 9 Carrum Downs Secondary College student Kyle Humphrey said: “The stuff I’ve learnt has been 
amazing. It makes heaps of difference. We’ve learnt ratios, measurements and it helps with my normal 
school work - it makes it easier.”

Sarah Aplin, a year 9 student at McClelland College, said Hands On Learning was the reason she came 
to school this year.

“Until I started it I absolutely hated everything. What made the difference was the way everyone 
treated each other with respect. It gave me confidence and now I’m going to focus on my school work 
to complete year 12 and go on and do nursing.”

During the event, students of Mornington Secondary College noticed a stressed pelican that seemed 
to be having difficulty flying off. With the help of a teacher and students of McClelland College they 
discovered the problem: the bird had become entangled in fishing line. They were able to disentangle it 
and it went on its way.
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