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Practical outcome: Alysha, Abbey, Jack, Jackson, Nicholas and Jesse use seating at Somverville Secondary College built as part of
the internationally-acclaimed Hands on Learning program. Picture: Yanni

‘Hands on’ a lift for learning

INSTEAD of a grass covered slope,
up to 120 Somerville Secondary Col-
lege students and their families can
now sit on a 24-metre-long seat at
sports days.

The two-tiered seating area, which
is also drained to ensure it is dry
under foot, is an example of the core
elements of the school’s Hands on
Learning program. These are team-
work projects with physical outcomes
that provide a chance for students to
“give back” to their school and the
community, development manager

Lisa Vagg said. “It’s also a testament
to the generosity of the school com-
munity which provided significant
donations of materials and volunteer
skills.”

Last Friday, parents and friends
enjoyed a pizza lunch to celebrate the
official opening of the athletics track
seating at the college in Graf Road.

Ms Vagg described Hands on
Learning as an innovative program
that promotes “real-world” learning
in 75 schools. It was recently judged
one of the world’s top 100 education

programs by a Finnish not-for-profit
group.

One day a week, students work in
small groups on creative building
projects while staying connected with
their regular academic timetable on
other days. They develop skills in
collaboration, communication and
problem-solving, she said.

The program allows the students
to grow in confidence and engage
with learning to help them achieve at
school and, later, in employment.




