
Hands on Learning program 
to be extended to more 
Tasmanian schools

A program offering hands-on, creative projects for students is being offered to more schools 
across Tasmania.

The 54 Reasons - Hands on Learning program is currently running in 18 schools across the 
state, with the Tasmanian government investing a further $783,000 to double that number 
over the next three years.

Education, Children and Youth Minister Roger Jaensch said that the program provides a diverse 
approach to education and training.

“The 54 Reasons program involves students spending one day every week outside the 
classroom working collaboratively on practical, creative projects around the school and in the 
local community.

“As part of the program, students participate in projects like building or repairing 
infrastructure, or running a café, to develop a number of job-ready skills, including building 
confidence, self-awareness, collaboration, problem solving and communication abilities.”

The Tasmania state director of 54 Reasons David O’Sign said the program was having a positive 
impact on the outcomes of students.

“We are very pleased to expand our partnership with the Tasmanian Department for 
Education, Children and Young People to enable more schools to access Hands on Learning’s 
practical education program, which is already making a real difference in the lives of students 
in the state.

“We know that early intervention helps to foster school engagement and there is a vital link 
between wellbeing, learning and positive pathways, so it is fantastic that more young people in 
Tasmania will now be able to benefit from this proven approach to learning.”

Tasmanian Community Fund chairperson Sally Darke, which provided the seed funding for the 
Hands on Learning program, was happy to see the program expand.

“The Tasmanian Community Fund is delighted to see the Tasmanian Government supporting 
Hands on Learning with their expansion.

“The Tasmanian Community Fund has supported Hands on Learning for the past three years 
and we have seen first-hand the positive impact they are having on engaging young people in 
learning.”

Natone Primary School was part of the pilot program launched in 2021, with principal Trish 
Thompson saying it had been a success.

“Our engagement statistics have improved hugely, our attendance levels have increased, and 
kids in the wellbeing data have shown growth.

“They are happier, and they are getting very good at goal setting.”

Ms Thompson said running a school café was a significant project initiated through the Hands 
on Learning program.

“The children are split into groups.

“One group will be doing lunch for the whole café, one group will do garden construction, and 
another will do an art and craft activity.”

For herself and staff, Ms Thompson said it had been amazing to watch the growth of students.

“It’s been rewarding to see the kids who are part of the program coming into school happy, 
willing to try new things, and grow in confidence.

“The kids come in already engaged, wanting to learn and wanting to do something that’s not 
just solely sitting at a desk.”
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