
AN innovative program that helps students stay at Mornington Secondary College faces an uncertain 
future despite an award from the Order of Australia Association.

Hands On Learning is a national early intervention program for students at risk of leaving school early.

The college’s version received this year’s school project major award from the association’s Mornington 
Peninsula branch last month.

College principal Sarah Burns said the award was an endorsement of a program with impressive results 
and a waiting list of students, but there was no confirmed funding to ensure it would run into the 
future.

“We have only been able to operate this year after St Vincent de Paul Society, Buxwear uniform 
suppliers, Mornington Peninsula Shire, Newsboys Foundation and Foundation 59 came to our rescue,” 
she said.

Order of Australia Association branch convener Tom Newman said Mornington’s project was an 
outstanding school program that helped students realise their potential.

“It is an excellent example of responsible Australian citizenship as it is all about helping people,” he 
said.

“We all know someone who left school early and every school has students who need direction at 
some stage. The program changes lives as it builds pride and hands-on, lifelong skills.”

Foundation 59 director Sarah Darling expressed frustration at the lack of resources for programs to 
meet the realistic needs of students in schools.

She said governments and oppositions claimed there was a real need for trade-based alternatives 
to coexist with traditional classroom education but continued to ignore programs such as Hands On 
Learning “that is proven, ticks all the boxes and is crying out for financial support”.

Mornington students are involved in creative building projects at the school and installed a park bench 
in Sunshine Reserve, Mt Martha.

“The bench is stunning and features beautiful timber and craftsmanship,” said Gill Gordon of Sunshine 
Reserve Conservation and Fireguard Group. Many former Hands On students win apprenticeships and 
a survey showed 92per cent were either employed or in further training.

The program operates in 23 secondary schools with business and philanthropic support.
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