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“Fundin
needed for
at-risk youth

EDUCATION
TRENT HOLLAND
Region

AHEAD of the federal elec-
tion, Save the Children is
calling for a commitment
of $10 million in federal
funding over four years to
be invested in Hands on
Learning, a program keep-
ing at-risk students engaged
in education.

Hands on Learning is a
practical school-based pro-
gram which operates in 16
south-west primary and sec-
ondary schools, and about
100 schools throughout in
Victoria, New South Wales,
Queensland and Tasmania.

The program assists stu-
dents in locations in which a
range of socioeconomic fac-
tors may leave students more
susceptible to educational
diseng: it during the

critical age range of nine
14 years.

Bruce on
Leamning co-ordinator at
Brauer College, said there
were a variety of reasons
each student may find them-
selves in the program.

"A lot of them just don't
seem to quite fit in 1o the
classroom. It doesn't seem 1o
be the right place for them
or they're better off in small-
er learning groups where it
is easier to communicate,”
he said.

"They can learn problem
solving skills, be part of 2
small team where they can
work through that. It can also
give them a sense of belong-
ing, which then gives them
the benefit of more self-con-
fidence to go on and be bet-
ter in the rest of school.”

Students in the Hands on
Learning program drop reg-

Mill Hands

ular classes one day of the
week to work on practical
projects in the school and
community that foster team-
work, communication and
problem-solving skills.

Students at Brauer College
have previously built nest
baxes for south-west conser-
wvation initiative Basalt to Bay
Landcare network, and nest
boxes and a bug hotel for
nambool East Primary
School.

Save the Children CEO
Pzul Ronalds said the pro-
gram engzged students who
could feel withdrawn in a
traditional learning environ-
ment.

"Children learn differently
for a range of reasons and
many feel alienated by con-
ventionzl academic teaching
and leamning approaches in
school,” he szid.

"It is of the utmost impor-

CALL FOR FUNDING: Hands on Learning-student Tahlia Heinrich (right) in the Heywood
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Secondary Colleqe vegetable patch with program head Elly Colley and teacher Shara
Rose. INSET: Tahlia Heinrich with Hands on Learning artisan teacher Gregg Housden
and sitting on a garden fence built by Hands on learning students (left).

tance to keep these kids en-
gaged in school and Hands
on Learning has been effec-
tive at doing so.
"Disengagement from ed-
ucation during these years
presents significant socia]
and economic challenges,

Appropriate funding would
help the program make an
even more significant contri-
bution toward addressing it,"
he said.

Mr Miller shares the view
that the program is benefi-
cial, saying it has helped over

40 students since mid-2015
at Brauer College, and can
start important conversa:
tions about their futures.
"It's enormously benefi
cial in lots of different Ways-
Sometimes the projects &€
a catalyst for a conversation:
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"We can see that the stu-
dents might need to work on
some part of their personal
development, sowe will have
conversations about that as a
group or individually to try
and help them with those
things. They get to under-

stand why we talk about this.

" think part of itis because
they actually belong. It is
their place. They walk in here

and they think, OK; I've done
alot of this work in here, I'm
part of this, so therefore that
gives me a lot more confi-
dence to do other things,"
he said.

Past research suggests
funding for Hands on Learn-
ing programs benefit not
only participants butserve as
an investment that benefits
taxpayers too.

A 2017 Mitchel Institution
study found that early school
leavers from formal educa-
tion can cost the taxpayers
$23.2 billion over a working
lifetime. The cost on taxpay-
ers for those who don't attain
a year 12 or equivalent qual-
ification throughout their
adult life is $12.6 billion.

A 2012 Deloitte Access
Economics study it the

socio-economic benefits of
investing in prevention of
early school leaving found
a $12 return for every dollar
invested, with $1.6 billion in
net benefit from Hands on
Learning students between
1999 and 2012.

The $10 million funding
would enable Save the Chil-
dren to triple the program's
reach to over 5000 kids.




