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MOST programs aimed at students at risk
of disengaging from school are usnally
al secondary college level, but Heywood
Consolidated School is proving that there can
be zood results earlier,

The school last year was successful in obtaining
a grant through the Fducation Department’s
School Focused Youth Service for seed funding
to run the Hands on Leaming program,

The program is an initiative of Save the Children
Australia, which says it has helped schools boost
attendance by 50 per cemt and wellbeing and
connectedness levels for students taking part by
80 per cent.

It was already familiar locally, being run at
Heywood and District Secondary College for
Year 7-10 students for the past two years.
Consolidated School principal Jodi May said she
decided to apply to run the program at her school
after seeing its success at secondary level.

The seed funding enabled the school to employ
artisan teacher Deborah Middleton, a retired

STUDENTS in the Hands on Learning program at Heywood Consolidated School perform a wide f

police officer living in Portland, who Ms May
said was key to the success of the program.

An artisan teacher is not necessarily a formally-
trained teacher, but someone able to share a wide
range of skills with students.

The primary school program was built from
scratch and started in the final term of last year
with six Grade 5 students. j
Those students, who are in the program again
this year, were selected by teachers at the school,
though they could also self-nominate, Ms May
said.

The children have worked on a range of activities
at the school including gardening, beautifying the
grounds and making concrete eels.

“It’s a lot about self-esteem and self-awareness,”
Ms May said.

“1t"s a holistic kind of approach, not necessarily
about (academic study). They start the day in
a circle, talk about the jobs they've got and set
goals for themselves.

“They organise their lunch, whether it's making
a meal or ordering one and they sit down and
have it together before going off on some more
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ange of tasks, including tending to the school
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‘Hands on Learning’ program

jobs.
J“’I‘hen at the end of the day they have another
circle where they give out a most valuable person
award.”

The runs for three hours oo 2
Wednesday, and is already showing results.
“The parents have given us positive fecdbaci
with the kids talking about wanting to come ©
school,” Ms May said.

“They love the program. One young man wh
had struggled told his parent that he was looking
forward to coming to school and the parent ¥
blown away.

“It’s been amazing, The last week of school (1
year) all the parents came in forllp:hwhpchﬂf
children organised, It was an amazing WM.

This year's group will be joined later in the yea!
by the next group of Grade 3s. .
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about wanting it to be successful,” Ms May siid

“We look al the mix of children and rall
closely monitor personalities. My aim wis bt
:‘:m connections to school, pride and ¢!

lief.”



