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GEELONG schools are calling
on government to fund a high-
Iy regarded Hands On Learn-
ing (HOL) program providing
kids with life skills in a real
waorld environment.

The initiative operates at
seven local schools, including
Morthern Bay College, whose
assistant principal Ken Massari
described  the outcomes as
“absolutely brilliant”.

This year alone, students in-
volved in the program at
Morthern Bay have built bike
paths and bridges in the You
Yangs, refurbished interchange
benches at local football clubs,
undertaken environmental
waork and conducted projects
around the school.

HOL students at Lara,
Oberon, Newcomb, Grovedale,
Bellarine and Lorne/Aireys
Inlet secondary schools have
undertaken similar projects,
and a contingent from the
United Arab Emirates edu-
cation department has even
travelled to the You Yangs to
observe the program atwark.

While HOL has been fund-

ed through school budgets and
philanthropic  organisations
since its nception in Geelong
five years ago, Mr Massari said
schools were finding it increas-
mgly difficult to come up with
the cash.

Give Where You Live, The
Geelong Community Found-
ation and others have recently
stepped in to ensure the pro-
gram's survival in the region.

“We have competing prior-

ities and with VCAL having
been oat over the past few
vears, there's less to put to-
wards programs like HOL,
which keeps kids in school and
actually saves another organis-
ation needing to be set up to
pick up the pieces if they drop
out,” Mr Massari said.

“It's about getting mn eary
before they become disen-
gaged. We have young people
who are committed and turn

lea for life skills

HANDS ON: Senator John Madigan teaches
Newcomb Secondary student Miranda Moore
and Northern Bay student Lachlan Edwards
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up to class each day, but some-
times the classroom just
doesn't suit their skills and it's
HOL where they can come to
strut their stuff.”

Lisa Vagg from Hands On
Leaming Australia said it
would cost govemiment less
than $10 million to support
80 per cent of Victoria's most
at-risk students through Hands
O Learning programs.

Independent Senator John

the art of blacksmithing. Picture: PETER RISTEVSKI

Madigan, a former blacksmith,
vesterday gave students from
Mewcomb  Secondary  and
MNorthern Bay College a dem-
onstration of his skills, having
also donated a stockpile of
tools to be used by all seven
Geelong HOL schoals.

Mr Madigan, who is giving
away his 350,000 pay rise to
provide training equipment to
school students, said HOL pro-
grams were essential.




