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Building

bridges,
changing
lives

STUDENTS  from  Frankston
High’s Hands On Learning
Program have built a pedestrian
bridge at Rosebud’s William
Hunter Reserve.

The project was part of a commu-
nity partnership between Franksfon
High School and Mornington Pen-
insula Shire, which contributed
$4500 to cover materials, transport
of the students to and from the site
and a professional carpenter for on-
site training.

The shire’s conservation officer
Simon Thorning was also involved
— offering advice and supervision.

Mr Thorning said the program
had been successful with the
students learning new skills and the
community benefiting from im-
proved assets.

Schools on the Mornington Pen-
insula had seen how successful the
program was and expressed an
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interest in getting involved in
similar projects, he said.

Hands On Learning is an alterna-
tive curriculum program.

Teacher Russell Kerr said the

program gave the students a break
from normal classes one day a
week, which often helped them to
become better focused during the
rest of the week.

*“This program’s success is based
on giving these students an oppor-
tunity to be creative, problem solve

and use their initiative in a real life
situation,”” Mr Kerr said.

‘“We treat the students like adults
on a work site and encourage them
to respect their peers and the
surrounding environment, and it
works.”’

The students range from Year
7-10 with no more than 12 at a time
taking part.

Year 7 student Robert Schnitzerl-
ing, who started in the program last
term, said Hands On Learning was
“‘better than school’’.




