THE AGE

NOVEMBER 23, 2010

Bored no more,
with hands-on life
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MICHAEL McClure hated school in years 7 and 8, and he let his teachers at
Frankston High School know exactly what he thought of sitting down reading
and writing all day.

“It was boring and so | became rebellious. | spent most days in detention for
answering back and swearing a bit at teachers, disrupting class and getting
into fights,” he says.

Mr McClure, now 20, is in the third year of a carpentry apprenticeship. He
says many of his schoolmates from early high school were expelled or left
school in year 10 and are now mostly drifting about, with some getting into
trouble and taking drugs. “They were disengaged at school and they didn’t
come back from it,” he says.

He says he would probably be doing the same if he hadn’t been referred to
Hands On Learning, a practical building and support program that runs at
the school for one day each week. He couldn’t believe how much he enjoyed
working outdoors on building projects and it helped him to settle down on
the days he did have to spend doing book work.
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