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Building social and emotional capabilities

The HoL methodology explicitly supports students to develop the five core Social and

Emotional Learning (SEL) competencies of Collaborative for Academic, Social, and

Emotional Learning (CASEL), a world leading evidence based framework.

M‘f Our data highlights the social and emotional development of Hands on Learning (HoL) students.
Partnerst®
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Self-awareness — “Since being in HoL my child’s confidence” has improved.
o B

824 PARENTS surveyed between 2018-2021 report

Self-management — “My ability to manage and regulate my feelings” has improved.

915 STUDENTS surveyed between 2018-2021 report

Social awareness — “Ability to work positively with a range of students” has improved.

604 SCHOOL STAFF surveyed between 2018-2021 report

Relationship skills — “My child’s ability to have healthier and more positive relationships with their peers” has improved.

824 PARENTS surveyed between 2018-2021 report

Responsible decision-making — “My ability to take safe risks and try new things” has improved.

915 STUDENTS surveyed between 2018-2021 report

® IMPROVED/YES @ NO CHANGE @ NEVER AN ISSUE WORSENED
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Toolbox Talk

This term our top tips newsletter to
our partner schools highlighted real
things to do and the importance of

projects with meaning and purpose.

Qur cover

Constructing a
Hol ‘hut’ creates
% opportunities for a
4 range of projects and

the development

. of real life skills
which drives natural curiosity in students.
Wodonga Middle Years College’s hut is a
mix of materials, with the front entrance
completed in rendered straw bales, while
the rear is covered in Colourbond sheets,
one wall with weatherboards and the other
Besser brick, finished with a concrete render.

(@TO0LBOKTIPS

Build on tho basics

. =+ Terrific teamwork, terrific table
=N/

A serious solid table is at the heart of every
< HoL program. This fine specimen from the
E*m -_' McGuire campus of Greater Shepparton
Secondary College has been created from a
mix of new posts, upcycled fence pickets and
broken tiles in the centre mosaic.

‘Best of from Frank Calabria

NSW School Support Manager Crystal Davis chats to
Frank Calabria — artisan-teacher at both Murray High
and Lavington Public schools.

What do you think is the best thing
about Hol?

The connection with the kids. There’s
less pressure on both teachers and
students as we don’t have a rigid
curriculum to follow. That creates space
and time for greater connections and
conversations.

What'’s the best thing about being an
artisan-teacher?

Working with the kids for sure. Being

a part of their enthusiasm, as well as
mediation at times. Also, | love working
outside — I'm not a desk guy!

Best primary school project?

Building a ‘digging pit’ with clay from a
teacher’s pool installation. We buried
old coins and ‘dinosaur’ bones in there.
Kids work tirelessly at break times to
find a piece of the action.

Best secondary school project?
Building a courtyard in our Hol area from
old immovable cement planter boxes. We
turned them into bench seats.

Best community project?

Hol students teaching other kids how
to build squirrel glider nesting boxes for
the Sustainable Living Festival here at
Albury.

Where did you get your “hands on”
skills?

Cowboy building in the backyard.
Watching my dad and friends. Working
some really random worksites during
my university days. I'm far from a
professional tradesman - there’s not too
many right angles around my place...

Most popular tool in HoL?
The trusty hand saw!

Is there one thing that helps your HoL
team stay organised or makes the day
run smoothly?

I’'m a bit OCD about putting things back
in the right spot, so we are constantly
onto the kids about that. They’re used
to it now!

Best meal that you’ve shared in Hol?
Homemade spaghetti sauce with
tomatoes straight from the garden.

Most epic fail?

How long is this article?? Maybe trying
to build a billy cart out of an old pram.
Let’s just say it didn’t pass code.

Best student outcomes?

One student comes to mind who | know
has challenges outside of school, and
he’ll do anything to be/stay in HoL. He’s
always so chirpy during HolL.

Best idea to come from a Hol student?
| usually claim student ideas for myself!
Haha... No, | think a fundraiser BBQ was
a great idea. Also cutting down small
invasive trees to build things out of.

Biggest changes you notice in
students?

| hope their engagement. | know they
are very focused most of the time in
HolL. | don’t see them in the classroom
much, but | am told that Hol has
helped them engage.

Top tip for schools starting out in HoL?
Be organised! Love working outside. Be
rigid with your safety!



https://stc365.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/XCR02/elearning/EQoXcZkZagtHkR2m4adT11gBfDJwRX_XqBSG1sEqpTMzDg?e=0ucTMX
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Elisabeth Murdoch College

INSPIRING EACH OTHER

The Hol community shared their ideas and creativity as students
learnt from home in New South Wales and Victoria. Artisan-teachers
joined specially scheduled online network meetings held every day
at the start of September swapping ideas, project tips and ways to
keep their students engaged.

Please share skills without tools or timber — creatively
LB this link with using potatoes to practice dovetail joins and
other staff in toast to perfect mitre joins.
HoL@home Resource Kit your school or
inyone KOU MOUNT CLEAR COLLEGE, Ballarat
now who The team check in with each other at 9.00am
would love

and start the day with a Scavenger Hunt
challenge — this gets the kids up out of their
chair, racing around the house to find items,
then laughing and chatting when they report
back to each other online. Students report
that the Hol scavenger hunt is the best thing
they do in remote learning.

some remote
learning ideas.

| PADUA COLLEGE, Tyabb and Rosebud They might not be completed together in person, but remote leaming m@lects : \\1‘
Here are just a few of the ways schools are Students received a delivery of birdhouse still capture the essence of HolL and the passion of thQIr student cr’éator\s\w \.' \
engaging students during remote learning. kits with paint, t-shirts and iron-on \’

We thank the artisan-teachers for the many

e transfers, and artisan-teacher Dave has
creative ideas that were generously shared.

made fun instructional videos on how

to put them together. The team check in
RIVER CITY CHRISTIAN COLLEGE, Echuca with their students three times a day and
The Hol team started in July of this year, but have been thrilled to hear the students
has continued running HolL on campus during practicing random acts of kindness —
lockdown. The students saw ‘a chance to give baking biscuits and making contactless

Despite school closures, it is impressive to see how many artisan-
teachers continue to foster a place to belong, setting routine and
structure, providing chances for students to work together, to be
creative, to put their own spin on a task and to create something with
a purpose and meaning. Encouraging activities that focus on what

we can do to give back and make a positive difference for others has

back’ and s.how their appreciation for the delivgries to friends and family, .and never been more timely.

staff at their school. They prepared, cooked mowing the lawns of elderly neighbours.

and served everyone a spaghetti bolognese

lunch and then cleaned up afterwards. NOORAT PRIMARY SCHOOL, Noorat “Lockdown hasn’t stopped our Hands on Learning superstars. Lachlan [

got busy in his dad’s workshop last week, designing and creating two
garden masterpieces using scrap metal and his skills learnt at HoL.
Say hello to ‘Penny the Peacock’ and the ‘Garoolgan Garden Gnome’. g 3 Gk RN
The team at EMC came up with some creative  lunch together online using Webex and call Fantastic work Lachy, we hear mum has already found a spot for them in S:ETEE THE=TE RS o1 M
ways for students to develop their hands on it “Food with friends”. her garden,” reports artisan-teacher Allison Prentice. [ e iy

) Students enjoy bringing and sharing a joke
ELISABETH MURDOCH COLLEGE, Langwarrin to start the day with a laugh. Everyone eats



https://stc365.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/XCR02/EYhMCNvLgqVKsMDrKll_HV8Bqy5DCFBsX7WzSsAhml63Kg?e=XSLmFp
https://stc365.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/XCR05/site004/EdIyen3wQTZJjR9KUAxwDoAB4A5e9zEF1glBi2NFbKEEfQ?e=OFcHwh
https://stc365.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/XCR05/site004/EdIyen3wQTZJjR9KUAxwDoAB4A5e9zEF1glBi2NFbKEEfQ?e=OFcHwh

“What makes these lockdown projects extra special, is that all were created by students in their own
spare time. No-one could leave their home and Hol wasn’t running, but | had an inkling that our
students would relish the opportunity to get ‘hands on’ so | jumped in and set them a challenge. Make
or create something with the materials you have available at home. | was blown away by how many
students responded — let alone the outcomes. These kids got to work in their own time, after school, on
the weekend. | set them a challenge and they delivered. | couldn’t be any prouder of our students.”

Barb Rigano, Greater Shepparton Secondary College

Images: clockwise from left to right: haybale
teddy; chook swing using recycled furniture;
plastic bottle flowers in a broken vase; cat
scratch post; outhouse model; scooter ramp;
naughts and crosses.




DELIVERING HOPE

Mutual inspiration is the order of the day in challenging times.

Hawkesdale P12 College teamed up with The team went all in, packaging up all
the local bus lines to pilot sending project the ingredients and creating detailed
packages home during the COVID-19 instructional videos with a promise that
lockdowns in 2020. They reprised the when students return to school they
community spirit during learning from would teach them how to play!

home in Term 3, inspiring multiple
deliveries of hope across Victoria including
from Camperdown College and Benalla

Pip Rowe from Benalla P-12 College joined
a HoL network meeting, heard about
the Hawkesdale crew’s initiative, and

P-12 College. . . . .

immediately moved to replicate the magic
The enterprising Hawkesdale team in north east Victoria. Last week the Benalla
of Shannon Drysdale, Damien Elliot, team sent seeds home to be nurtured and
Samantha Young and Lauren Barker kept returned to school live and healthy, ready
their students connected and made sure to be planted in the Hol vegetable patch
they didn’t miss out developing checkers on the return to school. Hot chips from the
board packages for home delivery. corner shop the mandatory reward!

“Luke only started Hol two weeks before lockdown. The project package arriving by bus and
the Hol artisan-teacher Pip going out of her way to call and make Luke feel welcome and part
of the team has been so important. Luke came off the call happy as Larry. Knowing the school
cares is great. It is not even about the work. Seeing Luke’s happiness hearing that the HoL
team can’t wait to see him come back after lockdown was wonderful. It was quite contagious.
| felt happy and it lifted my spirits too. That’s what we all need. Learning that school can be a
safe place to share and learn with others is the basis of it all really.”

Dee, Luke’s mum
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Hawkesdale P12 College
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== “I still don’t believe I did

that,” is Chloe’s reaction
when she looks at the
table she made that her
peers presumed came
from a shop.

“One of my favourite
projects was when
we demolished part
of the wall and built

a door directly to

the bathroom so the
kinder kids don’t have
to go outside.”

P f _

GOING PLACES

Everyone has a genius, that when

uncovered, ensures you fly.

There’s a whole new world out
there for Chloe after three years
and many achievements as part
of the Hands on Learning team
at the Sorell School in Tasmania.

“Being part of Hol has opened
my eyes to what is possible and
in front of me in my life. Hol is

a safe space you go one day a
week, the teachers are great,
you can have a chat, and get to
know other people and yourself
better. It’s helped me learn to
work in a team. It’s helped me
stay at school. It’s helped me
communicate more confidently
with lots of people in my part-
time job as a waitress at a busy
pub. | wouldn’t have got the two
jobs that | have if | didn’t do HolL.
Now | keep thinking of all the
sorts of things that | can do.”

It is a radical U-turn from three
years ago.

“l was so close to dropping out
in Grade 8. Back then you would
have seen me at school one day
a week max. | hated having to
sit all day in the classroom. You
think school is not important,
but deep down | know it is. |
would love to be a builder. Now
| turn up to school every day. It
does make a difference to what
you can do in life.

The change for me was being
part of HoL. When you go to

Hol you actually do things.
You see an outcome. You look
at your work and you can see
what you have achieved. You
work as part of a team. If you
get stuck, you can lean to
another person. You can ask
what do you think? You can
chat as a group and figure out
the solution.”

“In Hol you learn how to
interact with people. You don’t
get that same chance in the
classroom. It was hard starting
secondary school after doing
all my primary school at a small
school. In Grade 6 you are the
oldest and it is a rude shock
when you get to secondary.
There are so many kids.”

Hol artisan-teacher Craig
Griffiths describes Chloe as

a real leader with impressive
practical skills who works hard
and gets the job done.

“These days Chloe takes charge.
She leads by example, and

she lets her team-mates know
when they don’t pull their
weight. Now Chloe is on track.
Correction. She is on fire.”

According to Chloe, “I will give
most things a crack now.”

Chloe says she still can’t sit
still, but it matters so much less
these days.



HoL CAFE - “WORTH ITS WEIGHT IN GOLD"

Tasmania’s culinary reputation, excellent produce, and entrepreneurial expertise
complement the implementation of Hol Café.

SORELL SCHOOL

The Sorell School operate Paddock to Plate,
obtaining fresh ingredients from their
kitchen garden together with donations from
local produce farms. The Hol team serve a
buffet style hot lunch to the entire primary
school each week.

KINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL

Ava-go Café is dedicated to providing a
weekly lunch and dinner menu for staff at
Kingston High School. Staff contribute a small
amount of money towards meals, and are
delighted by the obvious pride the students
show in their work.

SCOTTSDALE HIGH SCHOOL

K1 Café operate a weekly menu serving
students and staff. Prior to each new menu
being released, a week is spent experimenting
with menu ideas by cooking up options and
then taste-testing each one together.

The magic of Hol Café.

“After three terms we have already seen many wins
in our Hol café program. Students have increased
their ability to work with others and accept each
other’s differences. Inclusion has become a hallmark
of the team and is modelled by our artisan-teachers,
with 100% of students reporting an increase in their
ability to work positively with a range of students

in our recent student outcomes data. 100 per cent
of students also reported an improvement in their
problem solving skills, and a doubling in their sense
that what they were learning mattered to them.

We are witnessing students’ self-belief and
confidence lift as they discover new skills and
passions such as business administration. It has
been terrific to see these young people connect with
staff in a different way too as they share the food
they have made. The pride of the students in their
achievements is wonderful to see. Having an artisan-
teacher with a trade background lead the program
brings a real freshness and new perspective to the
learning opportunities at our school.”

Libby Robinson, Principal, Kingston High School

“The regular curriculum doesn’t meet the needs of
all of our students. Our Paddock to Plate Hol café
program is an opportunity for these learners to be
really hands on. It makes them want to come to
school — a critical provision for us when some of
these students have been on the verge of leaving
school altogether. We have a real mix of students
involved and being in the café program gives all our
students a real sense of purpose and a much greater
sense of belonging. Feeling like you are in a safe,
welcoming environment is particularly important as
some of our students have been impacted by trauma.
I have been really pleased to see the teamwork,
collaboration and leadership skills blossom and the
real pathway this program creates to the future
lives of these students. As a principal it is always a
challenge to manage the resources for additional
support for our students, but the value of our HoL
café program is worth its weight in gold.”

Jenny Cowling, Principal, Sorell School




Save the Children.
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WAZZA ATTRILL:
Camperdown College

Wazza’s knowledge of the
students in Hol is exceptional
— he just knows what makes
them tick. He’s always looking
for new projects to stretch the
students and will encourage
them to try new tasks. He’s
super organised and very
supportive to the students’
needs. And like a good ruckman
he reads the play extremely
well. Great work Wazza.

CELEBRATING THE PEOPLE AT THE HEART OF Hol

We celebrate the commitment and contributions of an impressive group of

artisan-teachers in their fifth year of nurturing students in HoL.

TANIA DUNN:
Daylesford Secondary College

Tania is the embodiment

of Hol’s ‘can-do’ attitude.
Working mainly as a sole
artisan-teacher for the
majority of her 5-year tenure,
she has been resourceful and
resilient, willing to learn as
much alongside the students
as teaching them herself.
Above all, her dedication to
the students in her care has
been exemplary, putting her
energies into providing each
student the best possible
experience, chance for success
and support that she can. We
really appreciate your ongoing
contribution Tania.

CAMERON EDGAR:
Jackson School

Cam has spread his talents
working alongside a range of
staff and students throughout
the four different schools
where he has been an artisan-
teacher. Right from the start
Cam wanted to have a positive
impact on the wellbeing of
young people and has done
just that. With a happy smile
and a calm persona Cam is a
quiet achiever who genuinely
cares about kids. He is a really
good listener and has been

a valuable asset to all the
schools he has worked at.
Thanks Cam.

MAC FOX:
Surf Coast Secondary College

Mac just gets the job done.

His positive nature rubs off on
the students. He always has
the best interests and the Hol
students’ wellbeing at heart. A
great team player who relates
to the students in both a caring
and mentoring role. Mac is
very passionate about how
Hands on Learning can shape
the students in a positive way.
We really appreciate your
ongoing contribution Mac.

MATT HOSE:
Sale Secondary College

Matt approaches his role as an
artisan-teacher with care and
commitment and is appreciated
for his ‘can do’ attitude and for
just getting on with the job.
Matt has a way about him that
makes the Hol team feel valued
and respected. He always wears
an easy going smile and the
students in his care warm to

his genuine nature and ‘work
alongside them’ approach. He is
friendly and approachable and
keen to ensure the students
learn new skills and work well
together. Thanks Matt.

SARAH JARMAN:
Brookside College

Sarah’s love for cooking and
working with young people

is evident in her approach to
the Hol café. First starting as

a volunteer, she brings her
passion and knowledge of
hospitality with her, creating

a real place for students to
belong within the Hol café at
Brookside College. The students
are lucky to have someone with
such a wealth of knowledge to
share, and a calm and caring
personality to support them.
Congratulations Sarah.
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ROD JEMMET:
Northern Bay College

Rod puts his stamp on HoL with
his positive nature and wealth
of experience. He is always
looking for different projects

for the students to challenge
themselves and is very open

to sharing his ideas. Rod is
super organised and puts this

to great use coordinating Hol
across the five campuses of the
College. His ability to stay on
top of everything required helps
leadership appreciate the results
that NBC continue to achieve
under his stewardship. It is great
to know that the program is in
good hands at Northern Bay!
Thanks Rod.

REBECCA LURATI:
Euroa Primary School

Bec is a conscientious and
creative artisan-teacher,
working in the combined
Euroa Primary and Secondary
School Hol program. Bec
knows her students well and
ensures the Hol program is
safe, engaging and aspirational
for all. Bec selects projects
that introduce new skills to
students, including community
projects that encourage pride,
belonging and connection.
Bec’s passion for HolL and
respect for the students is
evident in everything she
does. We appreciate your
contribution Bec!

SAM STRAVAKOS:
Wodonga Middle Years College

(A
TRAVIS WEYNE:
Crib Point Primary School

Travis has given his all to

the Hol program at Crib

Point Primary School. He is

a caring soul who is patient
and calm when working with
students. Travis has the school
community at the heart of
everything he does and is well
respected by staff, students
and families. Travis has a
positive way of engaging and
passes on his practical skills
with pride. His commitment to
the program and the students
has enabled the team to
complete some great projects
which are highly valued around
the school. Thank you Travis.

AYSE MEHMET:
Creekside College

Ayse brought an abundance of
experience in hospitality and

a wealth of business acumen
and entrepreneurial thinking
when she joined the team. Her
enthusiasm to learn and grow
alongside students is evidenced
by her inclusion into the build
program. We appreciate your
contribution Ayse!

|
MARK WESTON:
Creekside College

As part of the wellbeing team
Mark has helped embed the
connection and value of HoL
across the school and is always
willing to support the program

(oing the distance

Our partner schools — five years plus.

FIVE YEAR SCHOOLS

Batemans Bay College
Brauer College

Brookside P-9 College
Camperdown College
Cobden Technical College

Craigieburn Secondary
College

Creekside College
Crib Point Primary School

Daylesford Secondary
College

Dimboola Memorial
Secondary College

Elisabeth Murdoch College
Euroa Secondary College
Euroa Primary School

Surf Coast College

Hawkesdale Secondary
College

Heywood Secondary
College

TEN YEAR SCHOOLS

e Benalla P-12 College
e Kurnai College
¢ McClelland College

Ipswich State High School
Jackson School

Lara Secondary College
Melton Secondary College

Mount Eliza Secondary
College

Mount Clear College
Murray High School
Murtoa College

Narre Warren South P-12
College

Rainbow Secondary College
Warracknabeal College

Warrnambool West
Primary School

Werribee College

Western Port Secondary
College

Wodonga Middle Years
College

St Francis Xavier College,
Berwick

Traralgon College

Sam is a truly humble and honest man, who is VERY HARD to catch
for a photograph as you can see!! Sam is a firm believer in passing
knowledge onto anyone keen to give it a go - and after being in the
construction industry his whole life, TRUST ME, Sam has a lot of
knowledge to pass on! This allows the students he works with the
opportunity to “have a go” with the confidence that Sam will be
there to guide them through. An all-round great bloke, with a real
passion for sharing his skills, as any of you that attended the HolL
conference bricklaying workshop can attest. Thanks Sam.

beyond the school gate by * Northern Bay College Sale College

facilitating celebration events
and hosting visitors. Mark
simply ‘gets it’ and helps junior
students transition into HolL

to keep them connected to
the college and feeling valued.
Thank you Mark.

TWENTY TWO YEAR SCHOOL
¢ Frankston High School




SUSTAINING PASSION
AND COMMITTMENT

Introducing Philippa Rowe from Benalla P-12 College, the 2021 recipient
of our prestigious John Eldridge award, recognising excellence in practice
and an outstanding contribution over seven years.

When we talk about what makes a great
artisan-teacher, we could just say Pip’s
name. Her ability to understand and support
students is almost uncanny. Pip has a vision
for what is possible and an easy going
personality that allows students to talk
openly and honestly, knowing they will be
supported 100%. Over the years she has
run the lot: Hol primary, HolL café and the
traditional building program.

Why stay around so long?

I’m lucky to teach in a legendary program
that is all about the students. Nothing is
better than when you have those wins

and you really see kids flourish and have
success. | started at Benalla College in 2001.
Twenty years later | wouldn’t still be working
in a school if | was still in the classroom.
Children need to be connected. Hol is

such a wonderful program, you can do so
much with it. You see all kinds of students
succeed at school. You have the time to build
relationships, build trust, and the students
know you care and want them to succeed.
We are always working to translate the
success in Hol back into the classroom.

Why is Hol different?

the students learn to talk it through. We
guide them through. Focus Plans are such
an important part of creating success — it is
something students have agreed to.

What kind of student outcomes do you see?

‘Abbie’ really struggled in the classroom
with lower literacy and numeracy skills.
She has just excelled in the Hol program,
taken on responsibility, learnt to be a
leader and is now forging a way ahead and
into a carpentry career. We are working on
finding her a school-based apprenticeship
right now. Socially she was a quiet kid. It
surprises me how persistent she has been
and stuck at school for so long when it has
been so tough for her.

What projects have worked well?

Animals and sustainability. Looking after
animals instils life skills, responsibility and
creates peace. If students arrive sad and
despondent it is amazing to see the impact
of them spending time with the chooks. Now
one of our students has a companion dog and
everyone loves the dog.

Our wetland bush area that we have created
at school (pictured opposite) is an incredible
source of pride for the students. It has taken
time, but we now have 5 metre high trees,
water in the formerly dry creek bed, and frogs
that we have heard - just not seen yet. The
before and after is dramatic and inspiring.

Because when you work in a team it has far
greater impact. Students learn to work as

a team and understand how a team works.
Being successful in life is all about working
in a team and communicating with other
people. They still have issues, but in HoL




ONE WITH THE LOT

Queensland Hol School Support Manager Nathan Batley reports from Shailer Park State High School on the power of community.

Artisan-teacher John Moulds approached local brick supplier
PGH with an order for a couple of pallets to build a pizza oven.

The manager asked what the bricks were for and John explained
Hands on Learning.

“I was one of those kids”, replied the manager. “I'll give them to ya”.
He also delivered them to the school for free.

Hol student Terry explains: “We worked in a team to lay the
concrete slab, now we’re building it up with bricks, and then
we’ll put another concrete slab on top and cover it over with
the roof.”

Terry’s favourite pizza: Hawaiian.

The pizza oven launch will be in Term 4, and the PGH manager
will surely be there for a slice.

m.ini!:" ~
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HAPPY DAYS

It's all about the smiles and maintaining positive relationships at \Warmambool
West Primary School with artisan-teachers Heath and Toby.

Keeping students engaged during remote learning
might be a tough gig, but a little ingenuity goes a
long way.

Making a movie trailer to promote your HolL
program and sharing it across the school, not only
helps celebrate Book Week, but puts a spotlight
on Hands on Learning and serves as a great
recruitment tool.

Why? “It’s all about smiles of the children’s
faces at the end of the day,” according to Heath
Hackett, artisan-teacher at Warrnambool West
Primary School.

“HoL is a really positive program that gives our
students a plethora of skills to cope back in the
classroom. We don’t want to lose that positive
connection. Itis so important to maintain
engagement with our students during this
lockdown period.

Students involved in the program are provided
opportunities to build focus in small groups and
transfer this back into the classroom. Hands on
Learning is such a great opportunity to develop
social and emotional skills and an especially good
way of engaging some of the students who find
social situations difficult.

The outcomes are dramatic. We have seen so much
growth in the friendship groups of our Hol students.
The Focus Plans help our students initiate and have
more in-depth conversations. The big difference is
communication skills. Lots of our girls are leading
now, delegating tasks and initiating conversations.

The most notable difference we are seeing is
communication skills. You really notice when a
student comes out of their shell. When a child is
more able to articulate their wants and needs and
looks out for other people as part of the group, their
confidence grows and achievements back in the
classroom follow very rapidly.”
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A place to belong
People to belong to

Real thingc to do
A chance to give back

0413 426 376 handsonlearning.org.au hol@savethechildren.org.au @ @handsonlearn



