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NEWS

The power
of hands on
education

Engaging students in school

ROCHELLE KIRKHAM

THE Centra
glon has one of the highest
ol

Highlands re

rates of early sche vers

in Victoria

The latest Victorian gov
ermment On Track survey
revealed 569 young people in
Ballarat exited school before

completing year 12 in 2017

I same year 1266 young
people completed year 12 or
equivalent in Ballarat

One innovative school

program is having success
in improving student en
gagement and long-term
education outcomes. The
Hands On Leaming program

is helping do udents

in the regi p con

fidence and are

helping them onnect o
school and set themselves up
for future success

The inschool program
supported by ald
Save the Childres

agency
takes par
ticipating students out ol
the classroom for hands on
learning one day a week
Teachers, principals, par
ents and the students them
selves are seeing the impact
of the programn

classroom and in atendance

both in the

and engagement rates.
HANDS ON LEARNING
the Hands on Leaming

Frank

ston in 1999 and now runs

program started in

in more than 100 schools in

Australia across year levels
fiveto 10

Moumt Clear
Beaufort Secondary College.

Daviesford College and Cre

swick Primary School run

the program for around 1(

students at each school one
day a week
topether

Students work

n  practical projects, in
cluding construction and
hospitality, that foster team
work, communication and
problem-solving skills. The
model creates a place 1t
belong on school grounds
but outside the dassroom
where students build rela
vonships, leamn through real

life prc ts that give back t«

the school community, and
develop strategles 10 shift at
ttudes and behaviours that
can be barriers to leaming in

the classroom

Hands n Learning
Regional Vicora  School
Support  Man, r  Stew

Schneider said the ultimate
goal was 1o re-engage young

[}

people with education be

fore they drop out, but alsc
equip them with the skills t«

succeed at s

For so many kids, a wradi

vonal

ASSTOOM setting ksn't
working for them,” he said

For a lot of the chikdren

involved, they dont have

the easiest life and this is
somewhere they can spend
the majority of the day doing
really

something they are

interested in and passionate
sbout with someone who is
interested in them

I you have o do is walk

in and see how much fur
they are having. It is great («
see kids engaged and happy
in what they do.”

When The Courier visited

N

on Leaming program, stu

unt Clear College’s Hands

demts were working in small

teams building dog kennels

Some students hammered
nails into wood, while others
rough
sured wood and cut it 1o size

While

work

sanded edges, mea
most of the group
outside on the dog
kennels, year nine student

Kaiden works alone fixing
cabinets inside the shipping
container

It is Kakden's third yes

n

the pr m. He has devel

oped a maturity and inde
pendence that has lead w
Initlating work on projects
that will improve the school's
Hands on Learning space
Kaiden said he was strug
gling In class and 10 make
fnends

tered

when he first «
Now he

has ambitions w0 finish year

¢ program

12, and work for Hands on
Learming when he graduates

It was tough coming into
year seven. | didn't know my
way around. 1 had gotten
used to being around certain
people in primary school
and coming 1o a new school
I couldn't
didnt

I came into Hands on

focus because |
know anyone he
said
Leaming and got to the point
where | could make [friends
and focus In class.

‘T have had about 15 focus
plans over the years. We try
goal. When
I started | had focus plans
about masnty. |

work and then get distracted

to complete

ised w0

My last one was about focus

ing on one task and res

com au

FOCUSED: Creswick Primary School pupi Caitlyn budds a p

relationships with her schoolmates. Picture: Adam Trafford

towards the group was one at
the start of last year. Now my
focus Is on being a leader in
the group

During our visit 10 the

school, Kalden was working
to remove and repair cabi
s o
in the shipping container. By

the end of the year the group

had been installed

hopes 10 use the area for
cooking. He pointed to some
against the
from

wooden chalrs
wall the group made
pallets earlier in the year and
he speaks about an

po

s project he worked on

from beginning 1o end
He showed a white board

tha

features eas for proj

ects and focus that

plans

each member of the group

leckdes and assesses  for

themselves and cach other

each week. At the end of
ecach session they reflect on
their progress and whether

it their focus

they o plan
throughout the program day
sadd Hands on
Leaming had taught him

respect and re

Kaiden

teamworks
sponsibility

has defi

The progra

anter box whele forming

nitely helped and It has

sh

own me respect in class. it
Is one reason why | turn up
to school most days because
I struggle a lot in class, but |
of

get this break and time o

Class,” he said

‘lam focused In class now
That is what will help me with
a lot more at school, | am not
sure what 1 want to do for the
rest of school yet but | know |
want 1o stay untll the end of
year 12

‘Once 1 leave | want to

work with Hands on Learn

Steve about that
Moumnt

principal Lynita Taylor said

Clear College

the school began the Hands
on Leamby

g program three
s ago in
that a

response 1o

recognition number

of st ts were disengaging
from education in the mid
e years of schooling

In the program we are
trving to catch them before it
happens,” she said

" we are finding is en
gagement back in the class
moom is really impressive
That is the goal

Moum Clear College

i Brett Domaschenz said

the program inchude ad

verse range of students with
individual challenges, but
lor some, the program was
the sole reason for attend
ing school
We have one student
who has attended school for

about four days since grade

five and have all been

Hands on Leaming days

he sald. "Most of them want

1o be at school. A lot of them

have soclal issues, they get
ilied or do the bullying
bullied

other students who have lost

and get There are

family members, there might

n the amilies

be separation

Or unstatie

“The vislon of our Hands
n Learning program is o
have these students at a level
where they have the skills
10 do better in thelr class or
they are set up to do appren
tceships and traineeships

A lot of

support o

them don't

home, or
are forgonten about in their
classroom because there are

25 other students. This is a
place they can openly work

on the things they know they

are not good at and prepare

them for life down the track.”

Teachers are
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TOGETHER: Mount Clear College Hands on Leaming
program coordinator Brett Domaschenz works with

students Jahi, Year 7, and Kyla, Year 8. Picture: Kate Healy

LEADERSHIP: Mount Clear College year nine Hands on

Learmning participant Kaiden has become a leader of the

group. Picture: Kate Healy

disengagement becoming

A primary school

Ssue not
mly a concemn for second
ary education providers. Mr
Schnedder sald was evidemt
schools

1S More pranary

Were expressing interest in
adopting Hands on Leaming
in their school

Creswick Primary School
began the

program earber

this year for grade five and
six pupils after student voice
and agency was identified as
a focus in the 2018 school re

Acting le

view ading teacher

student well-being Ingrid
Humm said the pupils had

ywnersh

) Over every aspect

of the program, from decid

ing their projects, to budget
ing for materials

It Is not about the each
ers saying we need this
project done, it is about the
students realising things like
we need more seating in the
courtyard, how can we make
I," she said

We look up how much
things cost and make a bud
get. They are planning from
the beginning to the end of
the project. The kids are a
lintle bit out of their comiort
zone but it s giving them
strengths in areas they didn’t

realise they had.”

NEWS

GRADE five pupl! B

started &

won

Creswick Primary
School in March, He said
&

on Learning program had

pating in the Hands

helped him make friends
and feel more comfortable
at schoo

‘It halps me come 10
school happy,” he said

Mr Schnelder said he

believed Hands on Learr
ing had the potential to

change engagemeant rates

in education by helping
students with different
talents flourish

Primary schools are
coming 1o us asking about
Hands on Learning. To me

that is slarm that you
can be in grade three or
four and people are recog-
nising you are tapping out
of education.” he said
Or

pportunities and programs

© you get 10 year 10

or alternative learming
open up. But there are kids
who are tapping out sarly
in grade four and five, they

10 Secor ry schoo

9o

where transition 1$ 8 lpping

point for a lot of kids, and
your habit might be to bai
10 be mute or 1o NOt turn up
when it gets hard. SO many
kids from year seven, eight
and nine muddie through

until they get to year W0
What | am hearing from
most people when | talk
10 them at schools s even
when these students get
1o year 10 or year 11, they
have learnt so Kttle or have
80 Intle confidence and
capacity that when they
get to these opportunities
they are not ready for them

anyway, they don't succeed

and then feel worse about
themselves. Then what path
o we put them on?

Our #m with Hands on
Learning is to open up thew
world to the dea that you

can be successful in schoo

If you show students how
10 be organised, work with
other people, have a good
work ethic and focus on a
task, when you get alterna

UVE 0PPOTUNILIeS in year

they will be ready for them

and be successful




